13th RAMIRAN International Conference
Potential for simple technology solutions in organic manure management

11th – 14th June 2008, Albena, Bulgaria
Organised by: The “Nikola Poushkarov” Institute of Soil Science, Institute of Animal Sciences, Bulgarian Humic Substances Society

Working language

The working language of the conference will be English. 

Venue

The conference will be held in Albena - www.albena.bg. Albena is one of the most beautiful resorts on the Bulgarian seaside. With the long beaches and the crystal sea, Albena offers a pleasure to every taste. Albena is situated only 30 km away from Bulgaria's sea capital Varna. The resort is remarkable for its 6-km long beach. It has over 43 hotels (2 to 4 stars), situated next to the beach or in the picturesque hills with exciting views of the sea and the “Baltata” National Reserve. Hotels are equipped with all modern facilities: cable TV, telephone, restaurants, bars, Internet cafes, medical services, rent-a-car, congress halls, swimming pools, sports services, etc. 
Background

Organic residues, both as livestock manure and from other sources, are well recognized as an important element of sustainable fertilization making optimal use of local resources. The scientific knowledge on processes concerning organic residue, treatment technology options and potential impacts on the environment is quite advanced in Europe. However the defined best practice for management of such organic residues is often not implemented by farmers, who may be reluctant to adopt new systems, e.g. composting of non-livestock organic residues. To overcome the apparent inadequacy of technology transfer it is important to understand the barriers to implementation at the farm level and to demonstrate simple and innovative solutions for the management of organic residues. To achieve this, the conference especially invites contributions on 

· Barriers for the adoption of good practice in the recycling of organic residues

· Potential for improvement of management of organic resources in different parts of Europe

· Conflicting aims in managing organic resources: economics, ecology, social issues

· Low cost livestock manure management options

· Composting

· Biogas

Scientific contributions on any other topic concerning the management of different organic residues and their environmental impacts are also highly welcome in the frames of our working groups


- Hygienic aspects 

- Gaseous emissions

- Heavy metals

- Other wastes generated on the farm

- Management of organic wastes 

- Composting and treatment of organic wastes 

- Information Technology
Deadlines
Deadline for abstracts
Extended to December 20
Decision on acceptance of oral presentations
December 20

Deadline for submission manuscripts
End February 

Review of manuscripts
March 31

Submission of final manuscripts 
April 20
Abstracts should be no more than 1 page A4 and should include Title, authors and affiliation, contact e-mail address for corresponding author and a brief summary. Please indicate whether submissions are to be considered for Oral or Poster presentation. Abstracts to be submitted to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vesselin Koutev. Files must begin with author’s name.
NB: Our aim is to have the proceedings ready for the conference. Therefore deadlines have to be strictly respected.
For more information please contact:

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Vesselin Koutev

E-mail: ramiran2008@gmail.com and ramiran@mail.bg
Web: http://www.ramiran2008.hit.bg  and http://www.ramiran.net
